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Celebrating Girls, Yesterday and Today» 


How to Be a 

Party Smarty 
Have a great time at 
any get-together. 
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Gifts & Goodies 
Make cute little kits for 
everyone on your list. 
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2) Look for fun facts sprinkled throvghovt the magazine! 
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About the Cover 

Meet Shanelle R., age 10. 
Shanelle spends the holidays 
with her family and friends. 
“We look for animals in the 
woods, go ice-skating, and 
have team snowball fights,” 
she says, “and there’s a big 
hill for sledding!” For winter 
fun without the snow, go to 
americangirl.com. 


Cover photo: Monica Skeisvoll 


etters from You 


Good Dog! 
I really liked the story “Signs of 
Love” in July/August 2001. My 
puppy, Freddie, is 11 months 
old and very hard to train. After 
I read about Chelsea Robinson 
and her dog, Lexi, I realized 
that training any puppy is hard, 
but training a deaf dog must be 
really challenging. I think it’s 
great how Chelsea is working 
so hard with Lexi. 


Hie. Jor 


Age 12\California 


Ear Cheer 
Thank you for “The Hole You: 
All Ears!” in the July/August 
issue. Before I read your 
article, I couldn’t decide if 

I really wanted to get my 

ears pierced or not. Your 
quiz helped me think it over 
very carefully, and my newly 
pierced ears look terrific! 


. 


ge 10, Utah 


Jazzed-up Journal ‘ 
Your “Summer Night Magic” 
article in July/August was 
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awesome. I liked the idea for 


a night journal, and I’ve even 
started my own. Here’s a cool 
tip: get a black-papered journal 
and a light-colored gel pen (like 
yellow), and it’s easier to see 
what you're writing in the dark! 


Beigh a. 


Moving Tips * 
Last summer, I was sad when 
my parents told me that we 
would be moving. Then they 
said they had something to 
cheer me up—a new American 
Girl magazine had arrived, and 
the “Heart to Heart” section 
was all about moving! Thanks 
for all the great suggestions and 
ideas to make moving easier. 


Rosie :-) 


Write to Us! 


Want to drop us a line? Write us at: 


AmericanGirl 


8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


You can also send letters via e-mail to 
im_agmag_editor@pleasantco.com. 
No matter how you write us, be sure 
to include your name and birth date. 
We can’t use every letter we receive, 
but we read and learn from each one. 
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American girls everywhere will be 
using this buzzword this season: 


plethora’ 


How to say it: PLEH-thuh-ruh 


What it means: a huge amount— 
much more than enough 


Where it comes from: This Latin 
word comes from the Greek word 
plethein, which means “to be full.” 


One way to use it: “Polly couldn’t 
believe the plethora of goodies her 
grandma made for Thanksgiving.” 


The buzzword is tucked somewhere 
into this issue of American Girl. Can 
you find it? Answer is on page 42. 


IISEXNess 


“| Buzzword 


Puppy Love 

Vee mecrwmmeere Katie H. knows her New Mexico 
town has a big problem: lots of stray 
’ puppies. They wander along roads 
© and hide under porches, trying to 
' } survive. When the pups end up at an 
tt AA - animal shelter, Katie, age 13, goes to 
Katie and a pal asleep on the friar work! Most of the strays have never 
lived with people, so Katie takes them home and helps them learn 
to trust humans. Her puppies soon find permanent homes. 


Over the years, Katie has cared for more than 50 dogs. Some- 


times when the pups can’t sleep at night, she camps out on her 
kitchen floor with them. She also has a secret trick— 
peanut butter! “Puppies will come closer to eat it off 


my finger,” Katie explains. “Even the shy ones!” 
One November, Katie worked with a favorite 

pooch she called Shaquille O’Neal. Knowing 

he was going to a kind family made it easier 

to say good-bye. “They already had a 

cute collar for him,” says Katie. 

“That warmed my heart!” 


Want to help? Call your local 
animal shelter for info on pet 
foster programs. 
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Dandy Candy? 


Readers rate these twists on 
holiday favorites. 


Jolly Jellies re 

Jelly beans by Jelly Belly 

Flavors: Gramma’s pumpkin pie, 

candy cane, hot chocolate D 
“Gramma’s pumpkin pie tastes 

like Gramma forgot her glasses and 

added too much spice! The best 


flavor is hot chocolate—you can 
almost taste the marshmallows!” 


99900) @ 
Taonry 


Age 11, California 


Cool Canes 
Jelly Belly candy canes by Spangler 
Flavors: buttered popcorn, cotton 
candy, caramel corn, and more 


“The buttered popcorn flavor 
was realistic, but it’s not a 
good flavor for a candy cane. 
My favorite was the coconut, but 
cotton candy was a close second!” 


PPP 


h Jersey 


Age 11, N 


People Peeps 
Marshmallow treats by Just Born 


“These taste a little like ginger- 
bread cookies, only better! I’d 
buy two boxes at a time!” 


Briona Hy. 


Age Q, Illinois 


& 


Photos: James H. Young 
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Aww, Thanks! 


' Ever have trouble writing thank-you notes? Imagine 
=~ ™ writing a whole book of them! In The Thank You 
Book for Kids, Ali Spizman, 14, of Georgia gives bunches of fun 
ways to say thanks—from writing a poem to giving a 
homemade gift in return. Some of Ali’s thank-yous are 
good enough to eat. “I love to bake cakes,” says Ali. 
“T add a note that says ‘Thanks—you take the cake!” 
Of course, thanking someone for a present you 
like is easy. But what.about those gifts you don’t 
exactly love? “Don’t focus on the present as much 


as the person,” says Ali. “Tell her how much you appreciate her!” 
Visit thankyoukids.com to learn how to join Ali’s Thank You Campaign! 


Donna has an unexpected sleepover—at Arby's! 
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Photos: Fritz Geiger/Hot Shots Styling: Cindy Steutzel 
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your hair with a cotton ball 


Holiday Sparkle 


Try these tips to twinkle here, there, and everywhere! 


Glitter Girl 


Squirt a dab of hair gel onto a 
paper plate. Use a toothpick 
to mix in glitter, tiny confetti, 
or sequins (available at craft 
and party stores). Apply to 


or your fingers. Tip: Gently 
comb the confetti or sequins 
out of your hair before washing. 
It may take several shampoos 
to remove the glitter completely. 


Frosty Flakes 
Use a drop of corn syrup to stick 
snowflake confetti to your cheek. 
Now you’re ready to shine! 


Beadazzle 


Slide pony beads onto a pipe 
cleaner. For the look shown 

at left, pull your hair into a high 
ponytail and secure with an 
elastic. Wrap the beaded pipe 
cleaner around and tuck in the 
ends. You’re a dreamy genie! 


Try this twist: Pull a section 

of hair up and twist into a knot. 
Secure with an elastic. Wrap 
the beaded pipe cleaner around 
hair. Knot bad! 


[ Jaifin Tere fon 
| AG 
eae 
| 
Your answers: 
In our July/August 2001 issue, | 


we asked you which you would 
| rather receive—one great big gift 


or a(plethora of small ones. { 
Here’s what you said: 


| 
We Big: 101 


Abby S., age 11, of Pennsylvania 
explains, “Special things come in | 
small packages!” 


Next question: ¢ 
Some teachers have banned gel 

pens because they distract some 
students. Are gel pens allowed in 


rah 4n0 199 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| : 

| Now tell us what you think about 
this fuss over ink. Does banning 

| gel pens make a difference to 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


you? Why or why not? 
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vr angwer and mail it to v6. 


me 


Cat ovt 


exas is sending out 
ousands of holiday 
cards this year! She 
was a winner of Pier 1 and UNICEF’s 


annual Greeting Card Contest. Sunjin’s 


stellar sketch will appear on cards, 
=e and profits will 
-e : go to help needy 
>. kids. “I’m trying 
_ to show in my 
picture that 

= children should 
help each other 
_ and get along,” 

< says Sunjin. 


(iggy (Sot ae bee) Geer fi 7% 


| Help Wanted! 


We know the holidays are full of 
joy, but sometimes they can make 
you feel like the Grinch! Do you 
ever run out of money when you 
still have presents to buy? Has 
your sister ever gotten exactly 
what you wanted? Do you split 
your time between Dad’s place 
and Mom’s? Tell us about your 
holiday worries. Send your letters 
to the address on page 2. Please 
include your name, address, and 
birth date. 


aia sa 
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Vould they be pretty platforms, sporty sneakers—or shoes you can fly in? 
raw your shoes and send them to the address on page 2 with your name, 
d birth date. Deadline: December 15, 2001. Winners will appear 


oller Buddies 


For Abby P. and Jenny F, the good times just 


keep rolling. These Texas girls are not only 
| best friends—they train together almost 
| every day at the local roller rink. Abby, 11, 
| and Jenny, 15, are both artistic roller skaters. 
They do the same jumps and turns to music 
that ice skaters do. “Sometimes it’s 
harder on roller skates,” says Abby. “When you turn, 
you have to balance on your heel. Ice skaters use 
the whole blade.” 

Abby and Jenny compete in different age 


ee 


groups, so they never worry about outdoing 
each other. In fact, a few years ago, Jenny 
became the national champion in the 
juvenile division. Last year, Abby 
won the same title! “Everyone » 
says I’m following in Jenny’s 
footsteps,” says Abby. “That 
makes me feel special because 
she’s my best friend!” 


Abby lands an axle jump. See how 
she holds her arms out? That’s the 
key to keep from falling, no matter 
what trick you’re trying! 


Photos: *NSYNC: AFP/Corbis Michelle Kwan: Zuma Press Turkey hands: Todd Rosenberg Photography for Butterball 
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Talented Turkeys 


We asked you to draw a turkey that represents 
you. Take a gander at these gifted gobblers! 


Said een 


i aA Ss 


Vincent van Gobbler rke 


Mowe C. 
Age 13, Illinois 


Age 12, Idaho 


Fee NTE aa a SIT PRE 


~ Feathe ed Fi dler 


Emma A. 
Age 10, New Jersey 


ean Rae aR npn eee rE 


Girly Bird 
Jossicr G. 


Age 13, Ohio 


Famous Feathers 


AG readers aren’t the only ones 
who drew portraits of poultry. 
Last year, some of your favorite 
famous people traced their hands 
and turned them into turkeys. 
The folks at Butterball auctioned 
off the artwork to raise money 
for hungry children. Check out 
these big-hearted birds! 


Justin 


Michelle Kwan 
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Heart to Heart 8 


Wise Words 


What special quote inspires you? 
Why is it meaningful? These girls 
share their words of wisdom. 


The song “Lean 
on Me” says, “T’ll 


be your friend, 
lll help you carry on.” When 
my best friend’s mom was 
very sick, I didn’t know how 
to act around her. I poasit 
of that song 
and realized 
that she just 
really needed 4 
my friendship. 


Cima C. 


Age 12, Texas 


Vincent van Gogh 
said, “If you hear 


a voice within you 
saying, ‘You are not a painter,’ 
then by all means paint, and 
that voice will be silenced.” If I 
feel like I can’t do something, 

I think about those words, and 
I feel e confident. 


May Washington 
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Queen Latifah 
says in the book 
Stretch Your 
Wings, “You have to stand for 


what you believe. And some- 
times you have to stand alone.” 
When I broke away from some 
friends who tried to control 
me, I realized just how much 


courage it takes to stand alone. 


7 Age 11, gi A 


When my father 
died, I was really 


having trouble 
coping. A few months later, 

I heard the song “Blackbird” 
by The Beatles. One line says 
“Blackbird singing in the dead 
of night. Take these broken 
wings and learn to fly.” This 
line tells me that I can heal 
my wounds and start again. 
Mow ae a 


Age 14, California 


I’m inspired by 
these words from 
Mother Teresa: 


“Kind words can be short and 
easy to speak, but their echoes 
are truly endless.” To me, this 
means that small compliments 
or even a cheerful “Hello!” 
could really ie 


make a 
difference 
in some- 
one’s day. 
Age 11, Pennsylvania 


* 


° 


One day when 
I was taking a 


long time with 
my hair, my mom said, “Beauty 
isn’t in the face, beauty is a 
light in the heart.” She opened 
my eyes—it’s what’s on the 
inside that counts! 

Natalie 


Age 12, Oregon 


Illustrations: Laura Cornell 


~ 
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“Joy is too big to 
hold and too 


is from the book Gwinna. If 
you're happy, the joy inside you 
bubbles up and overflows, and 
you get to a it with others! 


Age woe He 


On a candy wrap- 
per, I found this 


quote: “Friend- 
ship is a golden thread that ties 
hearts together.” This touched 
me, and I instantly felt thankful 
_ my two best friends. 


Age Qoyain ae 


In Lee Ann 
Womack’s song 
“I Hope You 
Dance,” she sings, “I hope you 


never fear those mountains in 
the distance.” That helps me 
remember that there will be 
problems in my life, but I ee 
be able to 
overcome 
them, even 
if I don’t 
think I can. 
Prebecca. P 


Age 12, Georgia 


beautiful to keep,” 


My favorite quote 
is “Every job is a 
self-portrait of the 
person who did it. Autograph 
your work with excellence.” 
I’m judged by how well I do 
something and how much 
effort I put , 
into it, so 

I always 


make sure 


to do my best! — 


Nackenzie , 


Age 10, Oregon 


“Always be a first- 
rate version of 
yourself instead of 
a second-rate version of some- 
one else.” This quote from Judy 
Garland reminds me to just be 
myself even though we all may 
want to follow what’s “cool.” 


Nowanié f. 


Age 13, Ohio 


In the book The 
Secret Garden, I 


you tend a rose, a thistle cannot 
grow.” It means that when you 

keep a good thought, a bad one 
will not come. 


esas VU 


Age 10, Utah 


read this: “Where ¢ 


Charlotte Church 
sings, “Let your 
dreams be wings 
that fly as high as the stars.” 
This lyric inspires me to dream 


for anything I want! 


Hanns ® 


Age 10, Wisconsin 


Speak from \ 
Your Heart 


Next subject: ’Fraidy Cat. Tell us 
about a time when you were afraid 
to try something new. What was 

it? Going on a roller coaster? Trying 
a new food? Performing on stage? 
What did you do? How did it turn 
out? How did you find courage? 


Send answers, name, birth date, 
and school photo to: AmericanGirl 
8400 Fairway Place, Middleton, 
wi 53562. While we can print 
only about a dozen letters in each 
Heart to Heart, we read and learn 
from every one! 


Deadline: December 7, 2001. 
Some answers will appear in the 
May/June 2002 issue. X 


Gis & WBC 


Personalize a tiny tin filled with holiday 
treats for family and friends! 


Fill this tin with love and give it to a grandparent. Decorate lid with acrylic paint and seal 
with Mod Podge when dry. Glue on wooden hearts and beads. Write XOXO in permanent 
marker and glue on rhinestones. 


; puff , 
yy, 
Ss 


A special beauty treat for your mom or a friend. Decorate lid with glittery nail polish. 
Glue on confetti and painted fake nails. Add nail decals. 


WE A sparkly Hanukkah surprise! Cover lid with double-stick tape. Place a variety of tiny beads 
@ in a shoe box top. Dip tin lid in beads until covered. Glue beads around edge. 
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Where to find 
mini objects: 


Look for breath mint (such as 
Altoids) or candy tins in the 
candy aisle at any grocery 

or discount store. You can also 
use metal Band-Aid boxes! 


Things to use 
when decorating 
metal boxes: 


NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2001 
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You would think anyone IN their right mind would keep as 
for AWAY from Cleo af possible. (\ do, and I'm her Bicwer |). 
You would think she wouldn't have many Ly) ends but she 


does. And now she even has a boyfriend. At least she 
calls him her boy friend. 


Clea é é ‘ 

Oliver Says | ay 
have the most 
bee -yooe et- a | 
eyes. | Say WD 
eyes are dreamy 


acting 
go0ny 


\ coutd look int, 
his eyes all day, 
L ceally could. 


| met Oliver when he came over to help Cleo with her science 
project. That was strange — Cleo's good at science, and she's 
mever needed help before, | don't think she really wanted 
help anyway. She just wanted to look into Oliver's eyes. 


And she didv’'+ want me around while she was gushing 
over him. 


iB 
ia she thew k og Was. 
\ 
ae. a 
Que ree county — 
(es a go where \ wont! 
aes 


when Oliver gets 
here, | want you to 

STAY AWAY! Don't 
answer the door, Don't 
come into the kitchen and 
bug us. dust stay in 
~™ Your foom. 


Things grown-ups — 
doto make you 
feel like a baby 


OF course, that meant | had +o be the one to open the 
door, Lucky for me, Cleo was in the bathroom just when the 
door be || CAng. 


— Don't answer ee a ee 
out in aA Minute, | Sard) 
DONT ANSWER THAT 
POUR Cat 


\ answered it. 


ttle gold aaah ee 
very coo! / 


— backpack Ful 


of heavy scrence 
bool > 


| Was going +o SAY box full of beake,-, 


fest tubes, plas 


tubing, and othe, 
neat Stuff 


something clever. | was 
going to say something 
funny. But before | could 
Say angintng atall, Oliver “s 

said, “| didn't know Cleo had a [tle sister." Theu 

he rates me on the head! I'm not |ritle (short mayse, 
but not He! ), and there's nothing worse than a head- 
pat! Thats what grown-ups do to kids they want to 


ignore. |t's like they think You're a dog, eree 
= 


pinching your alt dea 
Ce be avoided at all costs: 


7 fi 
giving you the ie buddy 
Chin-chuck (50 Tete) 


15 


Cleoand Oliver started to work atthe kitchen table. 
What a coincidence — | happened to be really, really 


hungry just then! So | decided to make a smoothie. 


| crushed ice sy th 
4 : S/o, 


First 


Cp, 


| admit, it was a little noisy, but how else can you crush 
ice? With a hammer? After | added the yogurt and banana, 
naturally | needed to run the garbage disposal to get rid 


of the extra ice. Lakes 


gritting her sweeH 
ceeth and W'SSing explaining and 
at we Not annoyed at 


Oliver, 


| needed to get 
On Cleo'S good 
side So | could 
go to the science 


oom | found out why Oliver's helping Cleo, She may be good at 
science, but he thinks he's even better. He's got a project in 

the state science fair! He made some kind of cool robot. 

(\'d love to see i+!) | heard him ask Cleo jf she wants to go 


with him to the science fair awards ceremony. lL wish | could 
go —I could find out where the winners got their (deas. 


ator tunate/, 2 

Ges werkt 2 May be I'd even get some ideas of my own, 
better on Mom F ; i i ; 
than on Cleo. 
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what? 


al 
aia 


eo was acting 
marr and 


so dumb around Oliver. You'd think she 
impress him. |nstead She was Just the opp 


{ 


au x 
os tte 


You mean that's 
how youmake a | 
circuit? | had no ide*: 


an electric 
she was Tn secon 
Why was she (ying: 


Last waht at dinner, Cleo acted like she was taking Poise 


class — she chewed with her mouth closed the whole time, and 


she wasn't loud or obnoxtous. She was actually dainty! 


She said 


» please” and ? 
N thank you. i 


x gles rm 
we ov ee vi 


forktuls, 


ohe dabbes her mouth 
with her napkin, 


she sipped her ws, 
ee instead of chugging 


it down. 


| know why Cleo's suddenly so polite. There's a 
dance at her school and She wants To go with Oliver ! 
How will she know how to dance without looking goofy® 
Are you just supposed to copy what other people do ° 
What if they're all crammy dancers, too? Then you'd 


look like a goon! 


Follow the foot 


in 4an crng ! 


& 
"ae A 
sale 


> 


Wre ng or 
rints for a crash course ve ut? Who 


Sree PS et 
ar ae. | ~_ om ‘ 
~ - 
oe ¢ mn A 1 r) , 
\ 
ae ae 


~ 
’ 


¢ 
- 


can say? — 
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\f | belreved 
what! saw on 
TV, Cleo would 
be right— you 
have to act 
fake and stupid 
for a guy to Ike 


Bat +yhat's 
probably as 
4vue aS the 
things they 
say on 
commercials | 


Today when Oliver came over, Cleoactually fluttered her 
eyelashes at him — | thought that only happened tn cartoons! 
| thought I'd see big pink hearts popup over her head. 


know why the 
elephant crossed 


; the road? 


Whenever Cleo gets gushy, Oliver starts telling jokes, 
aud he's actually preity Funny. | hate to admit it, 
but | like him. | don’t Jike Ike him, of course. And 
I'd NEVER act dumb to get his attention. | think 
it's better to act smart — or act regular, which 
iS being Smart. 


| had to do some thing SO Oliver would take me 
seriously — and take me to the science fair ! 
So | burl+ an invention to rmpress him, 


l called my invention the "Eg9-O- Matic." 
Here's how it works: . 


lt down On this, 


when you let go of hand) 
err 299 Jets scoo é : x 
L Pedy, 


scoop drops, tossing egg out 
o 


RAE spatula. 
yee i ox’ of 2994'S thay, PAatu la 
creey pact Ci Rial ) 
gcooP? e493 vo - ~ F Wetght of e949 makes 
y \\ ‘2 a K spatula qo down, tp ping 
\ { Oe 299 tnto pan — 
\ — YOK , 
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bent coat hangers 
attached to ice cream 
Scoop with wires 


‘i * Frying pan 
spatula 
wired onto 
dowel held up 

by C-clames 


There's the minor detail 

of shell mixed up with 

the eqg,but I'm sure Ill fcgure 
that par+ out Soon. 


+e 


eS ee 


dream inventions 
thou ght about but 
did not make. 


aR 
2 mysterious 
henrical +hat 
makes cleo sweet i 
for real 


i} Sata eer lett fe) e 
id hem 
i — ~ 
B oe 


; ke? Kal . 
Shoes that 
day. 
So e& for you 
4° never [ook 
"Ke q jerk 


| figured this out just in time, Oliver asked Cleotothe dance— 
i#s tonight, and he's comingover. |m sure my Egg O- Matic 
will impress him, and tomorrow \'ll get to goto the science fair! 


TS Ws 


Well, Oliver doesn't think Ima baby anymore — he 
thinks I'm an idrot! When he came over te pickup Cleo, 
she was still in the bathroom, knee-deep in all the makeup 
she was putting on. Perfect, | thought, | can show him the 
Eg4-0- Matrc. 

"So what happens when you pull down this lever?" 
he asked. 
: Try it," | said. 
He did, 


The scoop part worked perfectly, but instead of _ 
flipping the egg onto the spatula, itacted like a catapult. 
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cracket ne O 


2%) _ eas Oy, 


Mom was furious! She apologized over and over to Oliver, 


but nothing helped. He was so embarrassed and upset that 


he went right home — without even seeing Cleo. It wasa 
good thing Mom sent me to my room because when Cleo 
heard what happened, she ERUPTED! | thought 

She would break down my door and Strangle me. 


droom door 


ae be 
so hard, | thou, > 


pook = Hf — : 
ee preok! Cleo One a / vA 
"gto pre? when 619; | oe \ ) 
came ove, and 1 Sts : 
Jw of them . 7 Bea 
he Ce ¢ 
Fr, gli ed = = Tig Sigs. 
prrmout Olive fee a ~ % °6 ' rm 
“9g 
. 4o, 
we cpuert*? ” Y | felt bad 
yenind 2 po ) hip : _ Beccaad ‘ Pehl Olrver, 
im : | vas Yad for Cleo, 
tee vn ? } , a Gad 
chatter tng on me! toy 
ee 


Knees knocking 


The next morning | apologized. 


| didn't sleep muck 

{ast night. | Feld so 
pad about raining 
Cleo's big night: All 

l- could do was apologize 
when she Finally wo ke up 


| didn't mean for 
Oliver to get eag 
on his face. nate 


se SO Sorry? 
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Cleo was pretty groggy, but she wasn't mad anymore. In 
fact, she looked happy. Cleo eens up. 


Yeah, you know, 


nie st it was. After | stopped 
at all2 trying so hard +o be 


dacnty, Gtgi and | took 
Off our shoes and danced 
together. We moved , gir/! 


Ge an Renae 1, he 
AN j AR aie a at fi pees i oer 


Cleo smiled at me! That doesn + happen very of ten. 
( Uked her talking : 
to me that way — tt 
felt like she was letting 
me in onthe secret 

o& how to survive high- 


school dances. 


Giai and | even did our copy a 


to clean UP» 


me, my regular self. 


how to make a better 
€g9-O- Matic. 


No , Cleo, you feck 
GUYS FO on Your OWN, ) 


oe 


a 


HERE ore 
Besides, Ill go te the 
Stote science fair someda 
On my own, when I've gota 
Project tn tt. Then Vl invite 
SO% to be my guest. 


| almost rained the 
dance for you. | don’t 


Ne Want +o mess this : 
Ne UP, +00. chs 


ee en a 


" a . : 


In fact, |'ve got an idea right now for a @REA 
invention — the automatic egg wiper First if launches 
the egg, then it wipes it off. | just need to work 
on the last part, and it'll be perfect! x 


act, and You know who was there hes 
wer thge? OE! et grea 

aud he still wanted to dance 
with me. He even liked m4 Singing — he Iikes 


And he thought your e949 contraption Was 
pretty clever. He — \mean, we — want to 
know (ft you want +o go te the science 

fair with us, May be youll see 


AG: How did you feel when you found out you 
got the part? 
Emma: In a way I felt scared—I'd 
never done anything like a movie 
before! I’ve only acted in plays at 
school. At the auditions, I was 
majorly nervous. There were loads 
of people trying out, and I felt like 
they knew more about what they were doing 
than I did. 


AG: Do you think you’re much like Hermione? 
Emma: No, not really. I suppose if you asked. my 
brother, he would say, “Oh, yeah, she’s,réally 
bossy!” but otherwise I’m not like Hermione at 
all. I think she would be the sort of girl I'd like to 
have for a friend, though. 
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AG: What was it like working with the animals? 
Emma: Oh, I loved that! I’m all over animals— 

I have two cats of my own. I really enjoyed work- 
ing with the owls. There were ofher animals in 
the film, too—frogs, rats, and cats. 


@ Hermione 
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The movie Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone 
comes out November 16. AG asked Emma 
Watson—she’s Hermione—for a sneak peek! 


AG: What was the funniest thing that happened 

on the set? 

Emma: We did a lot of pranks! Once Dan Radcliffe, 
who plays Harry, brought in a remote-controlled 
whoopie cushion. He tried it on me, but it didn’t 
éone else who 


quite work! Then he tried it on som 


» Whatis that thing?” And everyone 
burst into laughter. 

Dan pulled other pranks, too—like 
making little labels that said “Kick 
me” or “Punch me.” He would stick 
a them onto the backs of everyone who 
came into sight. It was really good. 


AG; Did your friends ever bug you to tell them 


AG: Do you have a favorite charactér? 


Emma: One of my favorites is Hagrid. Robbie _ 


Wiz Quiz Guess the answers to these quest 


2. In this picture, Harry (Dan Radcliffe) : 
is smiling because... 
a. a levitating feather tickled his nose. 


1. Hedwig, Harry’s pet 
owl, is played by... 
Ma. several different owls, 
including two named Ook 
and Gizmo. 

b. Hootin’ Annie, an owl 


from a zoo in Ireland. 
c. Wise Guy, a pet that one of the film 
producers borrowed from a friend. 


q‘€ ‘9% ‘eT ‘suamsuy 


~ itsounds so funny! 


Coltrane, who plays | 


ne 
strong accent. I think 


AG: Did you get to 


meet J.K. Rowling? v 
Emma: I did! I met Harry with his 
her just after I got fowlweather friend 
the part. I really liked 

her—she’s fun! 


AG: If you could take one magical thing from the 
movie and make it real, what would you pick? 
Emma: That’s obvious—my wand! Then if I ever 
needed something, I could always get it. 


AG: There’s a scene 


in the movie where 
you make a feather 
float. Can you tell us 
how you did that? 
Emma: Pure magic! % 


Sy, 
~~ 


that Harry’s 
scar should be off-center 

_in the movie instead of 
Waeeicen his eyes is... 

a. book illustrator 

Mary GrandPreé. 
b. author J.K. Rowling. 
c. the movie’s make-up artist. 


b. he’s remember- 
ing a joke that Ron 
told him. 

c. director Chris 
Columbus is 
coaching him. 


NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2001 


23 


a ae ie 7 
K . How to Be a a ke ; 


° With these tips and tricks, you can have fun at any party! » 
j ee aK > © 
Pleased to Meet You! . 


At most parties, you’re going to meet new people—or at least folks who haven’t seen you “since you 


were a teensy weensy baby in diapers.” These tricks will keep their names on the tip of your tongue! 


Repeat After Me 


Say people’s names aloud when you’re 
introduced to them. When Mom says, 
“Matilda, this is Grandma’s old friend 
Mr. Krenshaw,” you could say, “It’s 
nice to meet you, Mr. Krenshaw.” Just 
saying a name out loud really helps it 
stick in your brain. 


Letter Luck 


Try to spot something about the person 
you’re meeting that starts with the 
same letter as her or his name. For 
example, maybe Mrs. Bixby is wearing 
a gold and black dress. Think of her as 
Mrs. Bixby the bumblebee, and silently 
say this to yourself a few times. 


Rhyme Time 

Think of something about the person 
that rhymes with her or his name. 
Maybe you meet your long lost Uncle 
Mort, and you can tell from his clothes 
that he’s a huge football fan. Think, 
“Uncle Mort likes sports!” 
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\llustrations: Debra Spina Dixon 


Chat Champ 


After introductions, it’s time 
to talk! 


Get Your Mouth Moving 


a To start a conversation, ask about 
someone you and the person you’re 
talking to both know: “How did you 
meet my grandma, Mr. Krenshaw?” 


a Ask about something you can both 
see: “That’s a beautiful crocodile pin, 
Aunt Edna! It really brings out the green 
in your eyes. Where did you get it?” 


a Ask about current events you’re both 
familiar with: “Did you get a chance 
to see that world-record-sized pumpkin 
they grew right down the road from 
here? What’d you think of it?” 


Go with the Flow 


To keep things going, both people need 
to ask and answer questions. A yes-or-no 
question is like a conversation stop sign. 
“You're a doctor, right?” doesn’t give 
the person you’re talking to anywhere to 
go. “What’s it like to save lives?” keeps 
the conversation moving. 


Top Talk Tips 


«People love to talk about themselves. 
So ask! 


a Even though people love to talk about 
themselves, some subjects—such as 
money, weight, and age—are private. 
Try not to be nosy. 


uThe secret to a great chat is paying 
attention to what the other person 
says. Stay focused, and you'll be well 
on your way to tip-top talk! 


Q&A (Answers to the questions adults love to ask!) 


Aaargh! If you have 
a boyfriend and 
want to talk about 
him, great! If not, say 
something like, “Nope, but I’m sure 
having fun with my friends from the 
swim team lately.” Then change the 
subject quickly: “What did you and 
your friends like to do when you were 
my age?” 


Got a boyfriend? 


WARNING: 
Whatever you say, 
don’t say, “Fine.” 
Even if it is fine! Instead, 
talk about a school subject or club 

or sport you love. Or just talk about 
something else you're into. If you love 
Harry Potter, for instance, you could 
say, “Regular school is fine, but 
wizard school is great! What do you 
think about the Harry Potter craze?” 


How’s school? 


If you know, 
this question 
is easy. If not, 

just talk about 

the things you 
like now. The fun part of this question 

is that it lets you ask the person you’re 

talking to what she wanted to be when 

she was your age. Maybe Ms. Shetland 

is a lawyer—but she wanted to be a 

pony trainer. Find out what made her 

change her mind! 


What do you want to 
be when you grow up? 


Even if you’re 
exactly the same 
size you were last 
year, you’ve got to 
answer. Try, “Yes, | haven’t seen you 
in a while.” Then talk about something 
interesting that’s happened to you 
recently. Whatever you do, never tell 
an adult, “You've grown, too!” 


You've grown, 
haven't you? 
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Question Contests 

a Try to figure out if, among all the 
guests at the party, you’ve been 

to all 50 states. Remember when 
Grandpa and his friend went on that 
Alaskan cruise? Check that state 
off your list. And Mom says Uncle 
Mort went to the University of 
Alabama. Only 48 states to go! 


= Find out which couple at the party 
has been married for the longest 
time, and ask them to share their 
secrets to happiness. 


= Go on a pocket scavenger hunt. 
Ask guests to look in their pockets, 
purses, and wallets for... 


baby 
picture 


an orange 0 
Tic Tac 


03 
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Party Pastimes 


When conversation winds down, these ideas keep the fun going! 


Party Survival Kit 


Stuff a small tote bag with... 


Wacky Wagers 


= pictures from your last family trip or 
other photos you love to talk about 


= Bet Aunt Paulette that you can jump 
across the street. When she says, 

“1 don’t believe it,” go outside, cross 
the street, and jump up and down. 


= a digital or Polaroid camera (Offer 
to share silly snapshots on the spot!) 


TT] 


funology.com/abracadabra.) 


aA 


ua deck of 
cards (You can 
learn a great 
card trick at 


= mints (Everyone will be grateful 
when you offer to share after dinner.) 


= AG Party Starters 
(They’re full of 

conversation tipsa 
and funny fortunes.) 


= Bet the person sitting next to you 
at dinner that you can stay under 
water for more than a minute. When 
she says, “I’d like to see that,” just 
hold a glass of water over your head. 


= Bet your cousin Ed that you can 
stand two inches from him and he 
still won’t be able to touch you. When 
he says, “No way,” go to the nearest 
door and ask him to stand right in 
front of it. Then go to the other side 
of the door and push it closed! —_ 


ees) One of the biggest parties ever had more than 35,000 quests! 


how to make your way through some common party perils. 


Kid Commotion 

No matter how dazzling your 
conversation skills are, 
sometimes you’re going to 
get stuck at the kids’ table— 
even if all the other kids are 
three or four years old and 
you’re 11. If this happens to 


Sticky Situations 


Even the smartest party-goer gets into tough spots. Here’s 


trying to keep the younger 
kids happy. Play games, tell 
jokes, and make sure the kids 
don’t put their food where it 
doesn’t belong. Nap time will 
eventually roll around, and 
you'll get your chance to join 


you, you can still have fun the party again. 


Mystery Meat 
Faced with unfamiliar foods? 
If you’re curious about what 
something is or how it 
tastes, talk to someone 
who's eating it already. Be 
polite when you ask about 
the UFO (unidentified food 
object). You might say, “I’ve 
never tried that before. What 
does it taste like?” Trying 
new things can be fun. But 
remember, once you put 


Petiquette 

Most everyone loves animals. 
When you're at a party, it’s f 
fine to pat the host’s pet, but 
don’t hog the dog. Even if you 
know Sir Poochy is there... 
somewhere... hiding beneath 
the basement stairs or in the 
coat closet, it’s best to leave 
him alone. Some pets just do 
not like big groups of people. 
So focus on the two-legged 
party animals! 


something into your mouth, 
there’s no good way to take 
it out! 


Don’t know how you should 
eat something? Watch other 
party guests to see what they 
do. If Mr. Munch eats that 
egg roll with his fingers, you 
can, too. 
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Dancing 


Icy blue spotlights sparkle in the darkness. Music fills 
the air as graceful dancers spin and glide across the stage. 
In this performance, some people use their legs and feet, ( 


dance—and others use wheelchairs. Meet two girls who 


i f 
make their own dreams to dance come true. © 
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Photos: John R. Godt 


A dancer uses her face as much as the 
rest of her body. Danielle, /eft, and Lauren, 
right, “ooh” and “aah” in the party scene. 


ifteen minutes until curtain!” calls the director. Backstage, 
more than two dozen dancers, both adults and children, 
put the finishing touches on their costumes. Their months 
of practice are about to be put to the test. It’s showtime! 

Danielle M., age 11, and Lauren B., age 10, are two of tonight’s 
dancers. Both girls were born with spina bifida, a birth defect that 
makes it hard for them to walk. They use wheelchairs to get around. 
But that doesn’t stop these Ohio girls from doing what they love— 
dancing. Lauren has been a dancer for more than two years. For 
Danielle, dancing has been a lifelong dream. “I’ve always wanted to 
dance,” she says. “Practically since I was born!” 

But how does someone dance in a wheelchair? Instead of moving 
their legs and feet, Danielle, Lauren, and the other “sit-down” dancers 
express feelings with their arms, hands, necks, and faces. They also 
move their wheelchairs—specially made to go fast and turn tightly— 
in time to the music. Sometimes they move their wheelchairs them- 
selves, and sometimes they dance with “stand-up” partners. Working 
closely together, the partners perform intricate routines. The sit- 
down dancer might do circles around her partner, or the stand-up 
dancer might leap over her sit-down partner. Sometimes, two stand- 
up dancers will even lift a sit-down dancer in the air—chair and all! 
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Lauren, Jeft, and other dancers play Follow the Leader. Lauren 
sometimes gets nervous onstage, but she tells herself, “O.K., 
Lauren, you can do this!” 


onight, Danielle plays the character 

Sunny Bunny, one of four woodland 

rabbits. “This part is really fast,” she 
says. “The snowman and the boy are 
chasing us.” On cue, she and the other dancers 


spin onto the stage, whipping their chairs this way 
and that as if they were real rabbitsplaying tag. 
The dancers must move precisely, or they could 
crash into each other. Colored tape on the floor 
reminds them where to stop and turn, but Danielle 
and the others have their parts memorized. They 
finish with a series of quick “wheelies” and zip off 
the stage. 

Later, Danielle and Lauren appear together ina 
huge party scene of snowmen and snowkids—all 
twirling, gliding, and playing leapfrog. Lauren 
dances with Makella, her stand-up partner. With a 
squeeze of her hand, Lauren tells Makella when to 


spin her chair. Another squeeze signals when to 
stop. “Working with a partner is one of my favorite 
things,” says Lauren, “but you have to learn how to 
communicate with 
each other.” 

Now, their team- 
work pays off. As 
the music fades, all 
the dancers line up 
to take a bow. “I 


hope the audience 
will remember that 
-_. 2 : people in wheel- 
Danielle loves the speed of dance. hai dglotaat 
She says, “I get lost in the music eo aoe 8? 
and movement.” the same things 


other people can do,” says Lauren. Danielle agrees. 


“I always thought I would have to wait until I went 


Lauren waits backstage. Tonight is her first big performance. 
“I tell myself to keep smiling,” she says. “And | think about 
it now!” the audience. | love performing for them!” 


to heaven to dance,” she says. “But this lets me do 


.@ 


The dancers give a final 
wave. Danielle and Lauren 
(holding a toy snowman) 
are on the right. 


Lear more about wheelchair dance at : 
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Get wired for the holiday 
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Nov 


You work all night on a really. 


tough school assignment. © 
The next morning, for what 
seems like the hundredth time, 
your friend asks to copy 
your answers. “I completely — 


forgot to do it,” she laughs. : : 


re you too shy to stand up for yourself? 
When you do speak out, do you freak out 
and lose your temper? Do you get bugged 
by bullies and teasers, even though you ve tried to 
ignore them? 
Standing up for yourself—telling other people 
what you think, feel, and need—isn’t always easy. 
But if you follow a few steps, you can learn how to 


he person who’s bothering you to stop 
the thing you don’t like. a 


Turn the page to find out how to make these 
steps work for you! 
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j “I made my hair into little 
buns,” recalls Alyssa, age 
11, “and this girl at my 
school said it was stupid. 
She came up to me and 
said, ‘I hate that, so don’t 
wear it again!’ It hurt a lot.” 
The ee way to handle a bully like this one is to 
confront her, and soon. The longer you let the bul- 
lying go on, the more convinced the bully will be 


that you're an easy target. “People say, Just ignore 
it, but that doesn’t always work,” explains Lauren, 


age 12. “You can get hurt if you don’t say anything.” 


Plan what you’re going to say to the bully 
ahead of time. Think of specific words that will 
help you describe what she’s doing to you and 
what you want to happen between you. Then, 
when you're ready to talk, calmly state your 
problem. Take a deep breath and say in a firm 
voice, “It’s not O.K. with me when you say mean 
things about my hair.” 


Tip: Don’t apologize for standing up for yourself. You have the 
right to say what you want. Plus, you’re not the one who has 
done something wrong! 
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Next, tell the bully what you want her to stop 
doing. Try something like, “You’re entitled to your 
opinion, but I want you to stop teasing me.” Think 
of it this way: if you don’t tell the bully exactly what 
you want, how can you be sure she knows? 

Finally, come up with a way the two of you can 
stay on good terms. The girl who’s been bugging 


_you is not your friend, but you don’t want to make 


the situation between you worse. Say, “I don’t want 
to argue with you. But we have to see each other 
every day at school, so let’s just forget about this.” 
Confronting a bully won’t always put a stop 
to her bullying. But you will show the bully that 
you're a calm, collected person, that you know 
what you want, and that you’re not afraid to stand 
up for yourself. 


Pal Predicaments 


Annie had a problem 
with a friend who always 
wanted to copy. “It made 
me feel like my work 
wasn’t mine anymore,” 
she explains. As Annie 
knows, standing up to a 
friend can be tricky. You want to speak your mind, 
but you've got to handle your friendship with care. 
When you confront a friend, trymaking a joke 
to ease into the conversation. You might say, 
“You're a regular Xerox machine!” Or, think of 
something that gets you out of letting your friend 
copy without telling your friend what to do. State 
your problem this way: “I worked really hard on 
this assignment, and I don’t think it’s fair to me if 
you copy my work.” Next, tell your friend to stop 
it: “I’m tired of doing all the work. I’m not going 
to let you copy anymore.” Remember to be clear 
and specific as you tell your friend what’s wrong. 
How can you stay on good terms with your 


lilustrations: Suzette Barbier 


friend? “Ask her if she would like to study with 
you sometime,” suggests Rachel, age 11. “You 
might know more than she does on one subject, 
but she may be able to teach you a thing or two 
about something else.” You may just solve your 
problem—and have fun in the process. 


“Kids were teasing me,” 
remembers Jessica, age 
11, “and I didn’t say any- 
thing because I thought 
they would say something 
right back to me like, 
‘What are you going to do 
about it?’ I learned it’s better to tell them I don’t 
like the teasing instead of keeping it a secret.” 
When lots of people tease you about something, 
they might not know that they’re hurting your 
feelings. They might think their teasing is cute or 
funny. So each time someone teases you, you need 
to state that you don’t like it. If you’re getting 
teased because you’re smaller than most kids, for 
instance, say, “I know you think it’s funny to talk to 


What Would You Do? 


me in that baby voice, but it really makes me mad.” 
Then ask the teasers to stop it: “I wish you would 
stop teasing me.” Be persistent, and some of the 
people you talk to are bound to get the message. 
Finally, say something that will help you stay 
on good terms with the people who’ve been 
teasing you. Try something as simple as, “I know 
you're not trying to be mean—I just want you to 
stop picking on me, O.K.?” If you’re clear, it’s not 
hard to stand up for yourself and still stay friends. 


Real girls share more ideas on why, when, and how to stand up for yourself. 


doesn’t work, then talk to 
an adult you trust. The bully 
doesn’t have a right to hurt 
you, but you have a right to 
put a stop to her bullying. 


Karina :-) 

Age 11 

If | have a problem with my 
friends, | just remember that 
they are my friends—they’ll 
listen to what | have to say. 
Lauren :-) 

Age 11 


If you’re having a problem 
with a bully, first try telling 
the bully to stop. If that 


Everyone has the right to say, 
“No thanks!” or, “I don’t 
think | should do this.” Don’t 
feel pressured. 

Ashley ‘-) 


Age 11 


My mom and dad have taught 
me to role play. They pretend 
to be the person I have to 
stand up to and give me tips 
on what to say. 


Sarah -) 


Age 7 


When bullies try to push 
you around, don’t let them. 
Letting bullies get their 
way just makes them think 
they’re in control. 

Evin :-) 


Age 10 


For more great advice from 
girls like you, check out 
americangirl.com. 


¢ » Carol Confusion! 


Write pour own wacky version of the holiday tune “Santa Claus Is Coming to Town.” 
Justaska friend for words to fill in the blanks below. Then: sing along together. 
Whether it turns out crazv—or hecameca n. ew classic—it’ s sure to make you laugh! 
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& What do you get if you cross a turkey with an octopus? Drumsticks for everyone! . ty. Why were the pilgrims’ pants always falling down? 
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Paul Meisel 


lllustrations 


Because they wore their belt buckles on their hats! , Why was Santa’s little helper depressed? Because he had low eltesteem. SP 


Why did the bil as cross the road? 
To find out, cross outallthe... Ap \ 


= four-letter verbs, 


ie - ete Tkey ENS 


« birds in the song “The Twelve | | 
Days of Christmas,” 


s ingredients in holiday cookies, and 


= words that contain the letter u. 


ee 


What did the bald man say when he got a comb for Christmas? “Thanks! I’ll never part with it!” 


Hol iday Logic 


41. What Christmas word do these letters 


represent? 


ABCDEFG 
HIJK 
MNOP 
QRSTUV 


Z.. What common phrase do these words 
stand for? 
give, give, give, give get, get, get, get 


Who sings “Blue Christmas” and loves to make toys? Santa’s Elvis. 
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Money Madness Tree-riffic! 


These coin tricks are bound to get a laugh The Giggle Gang girls are trimming their 
from even the grinchiest party guest! tree. Can you find two ornaments that are 
the same? 


Bet a party guest that you can use a dollar bill to hold 
a quarter in the air between two water glasses. 


Here’s what you do: Fold the bill three or four times 
lengthwise in an accordion fold. Place the bill across 
the tops of two water glasses and put the quarter 
on top. The folds make the bill strong enough to hold 
the quarter. 
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Age 12, Minnesota 


SS EP \ Re = e pve *g aged uo pasn si 
ae ‘e1oyjaid ‘psomzznq au, 


2 Quarter Quandary eae iSIleqmous :||y-};-Mous 
Place a 25-cent coin on the table and say to the person ac S 
sitting next to you, “If you can tear a paper napkin into 
four equal parts with just two tears, I’ll give you a ; 
quarter.” Hand the person a paper napkin. When he does 1 “UaydIYyd OU 
rip the napkin into four parts, say, “You win. Here’s your : SBM ays BAOid OL 
quarter.” Then hand him one of the four pieces of the ; 7 jOlW-eo1] *BUISSOID AoyIN] 
torn paper napkin. Put your money back in your pocket! 
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Where do computers go to dance? The disk-o! Catherime Ade Help! We need jokes from you. Please ’send_your favorite funny jokes and riddles to the address on page 2. 
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Waltz-to-waltz carpeting! Onondo. ©. What should you call a very spoiled trapeze artist? An acrobrat. Amendy RR. 
Age 11, Texas Age 10, Connecticut 
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‘Whos That Gir 


Here’s an American girl of yesterday. Read the clues 
about her and guess who she is now. 


Clue 1 

As a girl, I loved my library in 
Star, Mississippi, because it 
had all the classic books. My favorites were 
the Nancy Drew series and Huckleberry Finn. 
Books let me escape and use my imagination! 


Clue 2 

I always loved to sing. When 

- Iwas three, I would sing quite 
loudly in hurl holding the hymnal upside 
down! When I was ten, I sang in front of my 
first audience, and as a teen, I started a band. 


= iG Clue 3 


— | In fourth grade, I acted in my 


igen first school play, Tom Sawyer, 
sey ae the big part of Tom’s Aunt Polly. 
There was nothing better than being on stage 
and hearing that applause! 


Clue 4 

a~ Loften rode on the handlebars 
 « “of my two older brothers’ bikes, 
even though I know now I shouldn’t have. 
Once, when my foot got caught in the spokes, 


I ended up in the emergency room! 


y My favorite singer was Elvis 

* Presley. Iran around the house, 
using a ahiatebriath for a microphone, singing 
Elvis tunes. At seven, I begged my mom to let 
me go to his concert—and she finally said yes! 


Take a guess! 
When this American girl grew up, she became: 
an athlete a singer 

o an author 


O an actress 


Turn the page and find out if you’re right! 
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She's Faith Hi 


Singer Faith Hill confidence. “Those things guided me and 


has sold more than | kept me strong, even when I didn’t believe in 
15 million records myself,” Faith says. “I have great memories 
andhaswonmany | ofthose days.” 


of the top music And these days are just as 
awards, including great, too. Faith never lost 
three Grammys. that love of performing she 
Faith with husband Tim McGraw ¥en her album tasted as a girl—she still 
and her Grammys. “Breathe” was gets a thrill when stepping 
released last year, it quickly topped the charts. out in front of a crowd. 
Her next album is due out next year, and it’s “The audience really gets 
sure to be a hit! my blood pumping,” Faith says. “To hear and 
“When I was young, I had such a love of see my fans singing my songs, waving, yelling, 


music,” Faith says. “I didn’t know I wanted to crying, laughing, blowing kisses—there is 

be a singer, I just knew that I loved to sing!” nothing like it! I wish each of them could feel 
But Faith admits that she didn’t always have | what they make me feel!” x 

faith in herself, especially in junior high. Faith 


Photo credits on page 2. 


says she felt too tall and skinny—all arms and 


legs—leaving her feeling awkward and gawky Faith’s advice to American girls: 
around her classmates. “And being adopted “Face the world with self-respect 
left me feeling a bit lost at times because I felt and love for everyone. Those are the 
so different from the rest of my family,” she most important lessons to learn.” 


recalls. “I know now that those feelings were / 
normal and natural. My family was great, and ML L0 


the love that my family gave me could not have 


been deeper 


You can write to Faith at 
Faith’s Friends 

P.O. Box 24266 
Nashville, TN 37202 


Getting active in church 
and school activities like 


theater, student council, and 
sports helped build Faith’s 


F 


> Faith created the Faith Hill Family Literacy Fi roject to encowage reading, During her lat concert tow, fans donated more than 1 million books to the project! 


44 AMERICAN GIRL 


Illustrations: Scott Nash 


Dear American Girl, 
I’m going to be in avery big 
show called The Nutcracker. 
Almost everyone in town comes 
to see it. lam so afraid that I'll 
mess up and ruin it. Is there any 
way I can remember my part? 
You’ll remember your part if you 
stay calm, cool, and confident. 
To relax right before you go on 
stage, breathe deeply, bend over 
from the waist, and just let your 
body hang, while shaking out your 
arms. Then come up slowly and be 
ready to go. Concentrate on the 
story you’re telling the audience, 
and only think positive thoughts. 
Support the other dancers and 
focus on them, not on yourself. 
Remember, the director cast you 
because she thinks you can do it. 
If you think so, too, then you can! 
+ 
Dear American Girl, 
I love cookie dough. I can’t get 
enough of it! My mother tells 
me it’s bad for me, but I sneak it 
anyway. Can I really get sick, or 
can I continue to chew my goo? 


Deugl | Over 


Yummy as it is, you really can get 


sick from eating raw dough, even 
from taking one little taste! Why? 
The raw eggs in the dough may 
have bacteria that could give you 
food poisoning. So next time you’re 
craving a sweet snack, stick to 
cookie dough ice cream. It’s tasty 
and safe. 


+ 

Dear American Girl, 

My birthday is December 22. 
Most of my friends don’t come 
to my party because they want 
to be with their families over 
winter vacation. I want to have 
a party! 

Down in December 

Don’t let having a holiday birthday 
spoil your special day. Your friends 
will have more free time when 


the holidays are over. So why not 


celebrate your real birthday with 

your family and maybe one special 

friend, and throw a party for your 

other friends later? You could put 

the party off just a little and do 

it in January. Or you could do it 

a lot later and celebrate your half- 

birthday on June 22! Think of it 

as making the fun last longer, and 

your birthday won’t be a bummer. 
x 

Dear American Girl, 

I’m astraight-A student. Every- 

one in my class wants to be like 

me. I’m very thankful for what 

I have, but sometimes I just want 

to be another face in the crowd. 

Standing Out 

Being a star student can be a lot 

of pressure. Your teachers may use 

you as a role model for the other 

kids. That’s great, but it’s hard 

to be in the spotlight all the time. 

If you want to blend in more, get 

involved in something that doesn’t 

come as naturally for you. Learn 

a foreign language, join the choir, 

take art classes, or whatever. 

You'll enjoy having anew challenge 

and letting someone else be the 


center of attention. 
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MORE HELP! 


Dear American Girl, 

My friends and I have a lot of 
sleepovers. I like that, but I 
snore. My friends always make 
fun of me. They laugh and 
imitate my snores. I try to laugh 
with them, but deep down it 
really hurts my feelings. Should 
I just not go to sleepovers? 
Onore Snoozer 

Keep going to sleepovers, but go 
get a check-up, too. Snoring may 
seem harmless (other than being 
embarrassing), but it may not be 


healthy. You probably don’t get a 


good night’s sleep when you snore. 


So tell your parents, and make 
sure you visit your doctor. In the 
meantime, for tips on dealing with 
the teasing, turn to page 36. 
5 

Dear American Girl, 

I gota gift, but I don’t like it. 
The person who gave it to me 
left on the price tag, and I saw 
that it was really expensive. 

I don’t want to hurt anyone’s 
feelings. Ineed help! 

Ne Yvou$S 

No one wants to give a gift that 
the recipient doesn’t like. Ask 
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your mom if it would be 0.K. to 


exchange the gift for something 
else. If not, hang onto it. In a year 
or two, your tastes might change, 
and who knows? You might end 
up loving it. Either way, remember 
that the giver just wanted to make 
you happy, so be sure to write a 
note thanking her for that. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I downloaded a new song that 
I really like. The problem 
is, I don’t think the lyrics are 
appropriate. I’m afraid to tell 
my mom, but I don’t like keep- 
ing wer... her. 
Sood. Ri 
You haven’t done anything wrong, 
and it sounds like you’re doing 
something right—listening to your 


conscience! So don’t be afraid to 


tell Mom. Chances are, she’ll be 
glad to talk about it with you. And 
it’s better to tell her about the 
song yourself before she finds it on 
her own. You might not be allowed 
to listen to the song anymore, but 
you'll feel relieved once you aren’t 
hiding it from her. Talking about 
this with your mom now may make 
it easier to talk to her about other 
“hot” topics in the future, which is 
a really good thing. 


x 


Advice from You 

“I save the comics section from 
the Sunday paper every week. 
When I’m frustrated or feeling 
bad, | go to my room, look 
through the pile of comics, and 
have a laugh. It really cheers 
me up.” 


Deanne C. 


Age 12, Indiana 


L 


Need advice? Got advice? Write: 
Help! 


American! 


8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


Shining Star 


lone in the hospital, kids with 
cancer face some of the seariest 
moments of their lives, Taylor C,, 
11, would like to give every one of those 
kids a hug. Since she can't do that, she 
does the next best thing. She buys them 
teddy bears! Over the past four years, 

_ Taylor has given away nearly 17,500 

* bears. “Love goes into every bear,” she 

___ says. And she’s not kidding—Taylor 
makes sure each bear she donates Hote 
: a hug before it meets its new owner, 


Taylor started her project after losing 
one grandmother to cancer and watehing 
- another survive the disease, To raise 
money to buy her bears, the California 
girl makes hair clips and sells them at 
school, in stores, and anywhere else 
‘She can. Since her program has become 
uite large, she enlists all the kids she 
knows to help. At one “painting party,” 
200 kids worked together to decorate 
Taylor’s clips! Taylor has also received 
many, many donations for her good work, 


Running her hair clip business is a chal- 
lenge, but Taylor knows her efforts are 
worthwhile. “The bears help kids get 

_ through the bad times,” she explains, 
Mi To find out more about Taylor’s program, 
visit t: 


Do you have a friend who shines as a 
volunteer? Maybe you’re a star volunteer 
yourself. Write to the address on page 2 
to tell us all about the shining stars you 
know. Each girl we honor receives a 
certificate and a sparkly star pendant— 
and AG will donate $500 to her cause. { 
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